The Frank L. McGuire Maritime Library

New London Maritime Society

Description of the Collections

The Library of the New London Maritime Society has a threefold mission:

1.  To preserve a record of New London's maritime history as recorded or described in books, manuscripts, periodicals, newspapers, maps, charts and images.

2.  To respond to the information needs of the staff and volunteers of the Custom House Museum as well as organizations with which the Museum cooperates.

3.  To make its resources available to the public by appointment with the librarian or another staff member and by responding to requests for information received by email, telephone, or letter.

To fulfill this mission, the Librarian, with the support of the Director and volunteers, maintains and develops a collection of research materials relating to the maritime history of the Greater New London area as well as current activities and developments taking place here.  The collection also includes much background material placing the maritime history of the New London area in a regional and historical context.

The collections include books, selected periodical backfiles, archival collections formed by local historians (the Cone and Bachman archives), maps, photographs and prints.  Relevant additions are made from time to time by gift or purchase.  A partial list of topics represented in the collections will be found at the end of this report.

Books and Periodicals
The book and periodical collection numbers about 2,000 items and is cataloged and shelved according to the Library of Congress Classification system.  The collection is included in iConn, the statewide online catalog maintained by the Connecticut State Library which serves as our catalog.  No current periodical subscriptions are maintained, but the collection includes substantial backfiles of selected maritime titles including Steamboat Bill (the journal of the Steamship Historical Society), Ships & Sailing, newsletters of the Naval Undersea Warfare Center and the Maritime Officers Training School - Fort Trumbull, and a 1931 edition of The New London Day -- now preserved in acid-free sleeves -- published on the 50th anniversary of the paper's founding that describes in ten sections of text and images the history of New London and surrounding towns up to 1931.

Manuscripts and Documents
        Included in this collection are 175 letters comprising the correspondence between New London Customs Collector Ingoldsby Crawford and Secretary of the Treasury Roger B.Taney;  the New London customs log for the years 1818-1821 that survived an 1831 fire before the present building was erected;  and the Harold J. Cone Collection of excerpts and summaries of New London newspaper articles on commercial, cultural, military and maritime topics, copied out by hand and arranged chronologically from 1806 to 1919.  The Cone Collection also includes topical files of clippings and handwritten excerpts from local newspapers, and several albums of photographs of the U.S. Submarine Base together with historical documents relating to its original purpose as a coaling station.  The library also has a number of miscellaneous manuscripts and documents on local maritime topics.

Images
A unique item is the large portfolio of drawings of the New London Custom House made by its architect, Robert Mills, in 1833.  The collection also includes maritime-related photographs, many of them in the Cone Collection;  the Frank Racette collection of glass plate negatives of New London;  postcards of the New London area dating from the 1920s through the 1940s;  charts of Long Island Sound and the eastern Connecticut coast;  and random l8th and 19th century prints from newspapers and illustrated magazines such as Harper's Weekly.  

Ship Models
The Robert Stewart Ship Model Collection is housed in the library, adding a unique visual component to the room and complementing the books relating to ships and shipping.  The thirteen models were built by Mr. Stewart over a period of years;  each is housed in a lucite display case and accompanied by an album of modeler's notes and material about the prototype vessel.

Selective List of Topics in the McGuire Library:
The Amistad Affair

Arctic and Antarctic exploration

Connecticut history

Electric Boat Company

Ferry services in New London

Fishers Island

Fishing industry

Forts Griswold and Trumbull

Harvard-Yale regatta

Hurricane of 1938

International Ice Patrol

Lighthouses and Lightships

Long Island Sound

Marine art

Marine industries and support services

Maritime Officers Training School 

                    (Fort Trumbull, 1939-45)

Merchant Marine 

Meteorology 

Mills, Robert (Custom House architect)

Navigation and seamanship

New England history

New London area history

    Ship history (sail and steam)

Shipbuilding and repair

State Pier

Submarine construction

Thames River bridges

U.S. Coast Guard

U.S. Customs Service

U.S. Navy

U.S  Submarine Base

Wars:  Revolutionary, 1812, WW I,  WW II

Whaling Industry

Yachting and recreational boating

